COLONIES AND WORLD ORDER               243

the Mandates Commission, it would have powers of direct
inspection, it would have a programme-planning, international
secretariat, and it would be empowered in co-operation with
the administrative authorities to negotiate loans and foster
colonial development.

The reservation already made must be repeated. Any such
system will not work in the case of all colonies. In particular,
colonies with real claims to self-government will not wish for
new complications in their negotiations for political rights. An
unfamiliar, somewhat impersonal, international agency may be
judged or misjudged in advanced territories as a new means of
political frustration. Countries such as the Philippines, Cyprus,
Ceylon, Java, Barbados, Jamaica, Puerto Rico and most other
dependencies in the Caribbean are not suitable for mandatory
treatment. Much of West Africa, British and French, Uganda,
and other *#reas where indigenous influence is strong need no
such new experiment, but rather the acceleration of the move-
ment towards self-government. The chief uses of any new
system, like the chief successes of the Mandates system, will be
found in respect of primitive territories or of countries which
cannot come under unrestricted national control unless inter-
national jealousies are to be created.

Whether the immediate political status of colonies should
be that of self-governing communities,, of international wards
or of national wards,, their economic and social needs will be
similar to those of many independent states., and .will vary in
different parts of the world. Recognizing this., the British
Government has accepted the principle of regional collaboration
in colonial areas. General Smuts has spoken in its favour.
Regionalism is,, indeed., now the fashionable gospel. But it has
yet to be written. Apostles of regional organisation range
from those who wish for nothing more than advisory technical
collaboration between the colonial services of a region and
those who see the regional organization acting as the agency of
a strong international authority and as the machinery for in-
creasing democratic self-determination.